MIAC announces 2022 Softball Awards

Posted: May 17, 2022

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. - The Minnesota Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (MIAC) announced the 2022 MIAC
Softball Awards on Tuesday, including the All-Conference
and honorable mention Teams, All-Sportsmanship Team,
and Player, Pitcher, Rookie, and Coach of the Year
honors.

Saint Benedict junior Gabby Spencer was named MIAC
Player of the Year, while Bethel junior Kayla
Simacek received MIAC Pitcher of the Year honors.
Hamline first-year shortstop Jenna Rubbelke was
selected as the MIAC Rookie of the Year, and
Bethel's Penny Foore was honored by her peers with
MIAC Softball Coach of the Year distinction.
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Spencer (St. Paul, Minn. | Roseville) led the MIAC in both
slugging percentage (.759) and triples (3) from the
leadoff position in conference contests this season. Spencer also owned the second-best on-base percentage in the conference (.563),
third-best batting average (.466), fourth-most doubles (8) and total bases (44), and ranked fifth in walks (10) to go along with a perfect
fielding percentage in center field. Spencer joins 2014 recipient Lexi Alm as the only CSB players in history to be named MIAC Softball
Player of the Year.

Simacek (Hastings, Minn.) went 19-1 as a starter in conference games this season and led the league in complete games (15), shutouts
(4), innings pitched (124.0), strikeouts (182), and earned run average (1.02). Simacek became the Royals' all-time strikeouts leader in
April, midway through her second full season in the circle and en route to the program's first MIAC title since 2015. Simacek is the first
Bethel player in program history to be named MIAC Softball Pitcher of the Year and the first Royal since Angie Jackson in 2015 to receive
top individual conference honors.

Rubbelke (North St. Paul, Minn.) became an instant impact player in her debut season at Hamline, leading all conference players in batting
average (.507), on-base percentage (.577), and runs scored (30) in league play. Rubbelke tallied a hit in all but one conference game this
season as the Pipers' leadoff hitter, finishing the season with 34 hits to go along with a league-best 60 assists from the shortstop position.

Foore (7th season) guided the Royals to a record-setting season in 2022, winning a program-best 20 conference games and surpassing 30
wins overall for the first time ever. Bethel enjoyed a 23-game win streak from March 12 through April 24, and the Royals went on to win
their second-ever MIAC regular season championship and first-ever MIAC Playoff title behind Foore's leadership. This is Foore's first MIAC
Softball Coach of the Year honor.

In addition to individual awards, MIAC softball coaches also selected the All-Conference, Honorable Mention, and All-Sportsmanship Teams.
Thirty-eight players were honored with All-Conference status. Bethel's Allie Fauth became the 25th woman on record to receive All-MIAC
selection four times, while Hamline's Megan Rubbelke, St. Catherine's Alex Ehde, and St. Olaf's Tarah DeCroock earned the honor for
the third time in their careers. A total of 81 softball players all-time have received All-MIAC honors three times or more.

As part of a conference-wide sportsmanship initiative, the MIAC also announced the 15th annual All-MIAC Sportsmanship team for softball.
Members of the AlI-MIAC Sportsmanship team are selected by their coaches and teammates as individuals who demonstrate ideals of
positive sportsmanship both on and off the field of competition.

2022 MIAC Softball Awards

2022 MIAC Softball Player of the Year

Position Name Institution Class Hometown | High School Previous
Selections

OF Gabby Spencer Saint Benedict Jr. St. Paul, Minn. | Roseville --
2022 MIAC Softball Pitcher of the Year

Position Name Institution Class Hometown | High School Previous
Selections

P Kayla Simacek Bethel Jr. Hastings, Minn. --
2022 MIAC Softball Rookie of the Year

Position Name Institution Class Hometown | High School


https://gobennies.com/sports/softball/roster/gabby-spencer/12926
https://athletics.bethel.edu/sports/softball/roster/kayla-simacek/14311
https://hamlineathletics.com/sports/softball/roster/jenna-rubbelke/8604
https://athletics.bethel.edu/sports/softball/roster/coaches/penny-foore/1920
https://athletics.bethel.edu/sports/softball/roster/allie-fauth/14301
https://hamlineathletics.com/sports/softball/roster/megan-rubbelke/8601
https://stkatesathletics.com/sports/softball/roster/alex-ehde/3854
https://athletics.stolaf.edu/sports/softball/roster/tarah-decroock/10192
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Olivia Howe
Alyssa Montero
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Jaelyn Orth
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2022 MIAC Softball Honorable Mention
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Rachel Kawiecki

Katie Weisheit

Kaitlin Boyles
Andrea Conway
Megan Rasmussen
Kari Breuer
Jordyn Swoboda
Meredith Taylor
Lindsay Burr
Mikaela Girard
Olivia O'Connor
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